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Asia Pacific Airlines Traffic Results – October 2018 

Sustained growth in air passenger markets and air cargo demand  

 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Preliminary traffic figures for the month of October released 

today by the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed international air passenger 

markets continued to expand at an encouraging pace, whilst international air cargo volumes 

also remained firm, notwithstanding tensions around global trade policies. 

 

The number of international passengers carried by Asia Pacific airlines climbed 6.0% 

higher to a combined total of 29.5 million for the month. Demand in revenue passenger 

kilometres (RPK) terms increased by 6.2%, ahead of the 5.7% expansion in available seat 

capacity. As a result, the average international passenger load factor edged 0.4 percentage 

points higher to 78.9% in October. 

 

Asian airlines saw international air cargo demand as measured in freight tonne kilometres 

(FTK) increase by 5.6% year-on-year in October, supported by increasing orders going into 

the year-end peak season. Offered freight capacity increased by 7.3%, resulting in a 1.1 

percentage point decline in the average international freight load factor to 65.5% for the 

month. 

 

Commenting on the results, Mr. Andrew Herdman, AAPA Director General said, “The global 

economy continued to expand moving into the fourth quarter, with further strengthening of 

global services activity but somewhat slower expansion in the global manufacturing 

sectors. Together with improvements in connectivity, these factors supported the continued 

growth in air traffic demand for Asian carriers.” 

 

“Overall, for the first ten months of the year, Asian airlines reported a healthy 7.2% increase 

in the number of international passengers carried to an aggregate total of 296 million. 

International air cargo traffic carried by Asian airlines recorded 4.8% growth during the the 

same period.” 
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Looking ahead, Mr. Herdman said, “Prospects for further growth in air travel demand and 

air cargo markets remain positive. Geopolitical risks and uncertainty over unresolved trade 

tensions are a concern, but consumer confidence levels remain relatively robust. Overall, 

the region’s carriers remain focused on strengthening financial performance through 

operational efficiency gains, whilst delivering high levels of customer service.” 

 

TRAFFIC UPDATE – PRELIMINARY 

International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines 

International Oct-18 Oct-17 % Change Jan-Oct 2018 Jan-Oct 2017 % Change 

Passengers (Thousand) 29,492 27,814 + 6.0% 295,723 275,773 + 7.2% 

RPK (Million) 109,270 102,929 + 6.2% 1,096,061 1,023,366 + 7.1% 

ASK (Million) 138,520 131,107 + 5.7% 1,357,832 1,279,738 + 6.1% 

Passenger Load Factor 78.9% 78.5% + 0.4 pp 80.7% 80.0% + 0.7 pp 

FTK (Million) 6,539 6,194 + 5.6% 60,407 57,660 + 4.8% 

FATK (Million) 9,979 9,299 + 7.3% 95,594 89,496 + 6.8% 

Freight Load Factor 65.5% 66.6% - 1.1 pp 63.2% 64.4% - 1.2 pp 

Effective January 2018, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 36 Asia Pacific based carriers: 3K, 
5J, 6E, 9C, 9W, AI, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, JL, JQ, KA, KC, KE, MH, MU, NH, NZ, OZ, PG, PR, QF, 

SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN.  

• Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes 

• RPK = revenue passenger kilometres 

• ASK = available seat kilometres 

• FTK = freight tonne kilometres 

• FATK = available freight tonne kilometres 

• All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional 

 

ENDS 

 

Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 

The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia-Pacific region.  

The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international 

representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C. Collectively, the region’s airlines carry 1,486 million 

passengers and 22 million tonnes of cargo, representing over one-third of global passenger and air cargo 

traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of global aviation. 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Office of the Director General 

Tel +603 2162 1888   Fax +603 2162 6888 

Email: odg@aapa.org.my 

Website: www.aapairlines.org 

Twitter: @aapairlines 


