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INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT INDUSTRY ACHIEVES SAFEST YEAR 
ON RECORD IN 2017 

Sustained efforts by regulators and safety stakeholders deliver positive results 

 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – The international air transport industry achieved its safest 

year on record in 2017, with a total of 10 major accidents[1] involving western built aircraft 

resulting in 55 fatalities.  This represents a loss rate approaching one major accident for 

every 4 million flights, further reinforcing the fact that flying remains the safest form of 

travel.  This reduction in major accidents is the result of determined and relentless efforts 

from regulators and industry safety stakeholders working in close collaboration.  Last 

year’s achievement moves the industry closer to the aspirational goal of zero major 

accidents and fatalities, which is already the case in some countries. 

 

Looking more closely at the data, there were three major accidents involving large 

western-built commercial airline jets, which resulted in a total of 40 fatalities.  Asia Pacific 

carriers experienced one major accident involving large western-built commercial airline 

jets, with zero crew and passenger fatalities. 

 

Commercial turboprop operations also achieved significant safety performance 

improvements.  In 2017 there were 7 major accidents involving commercial turboprop 

aircraft, which resulted in a total of 15 fatalities, including one major accident involving an 

Asian operator which resulted in 2 fatalities. 

 

Mr. Andrew Herdman, Director General of the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 

commented, “With the demand for air travel growing continuously, the world’s airlines are 

now responsible for safely transporting over 4 billion passengers each year.  About one 

third of those passengers are being carried by airlines based in the Asia Pacific region, on 

some of the busiest routes in the world.  Understandably with this responsibility, safety is 

always our first priority.”  
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Mr. Herdman continued, “Aviation safety has come a long way and we are now in an era 

where major accidents are extremely rare events.  The level of safety achieved so far is a 

result of the collective efforts of regulators and industry stakeholders working together to 

identify evolving safety priorities and addressing common operational challenges.” 

 

Commenting further Mr. Herdman stated, “For the region the growth in demand for air 

travel brings with it challenges requiring more attention.  Governments need to focus on 

wider issues related to aviation infrastructure capacity constraints and congestion, the 

need for more effective regulatory oversight and investments that provide a future air 

transport system meeting prescribed international standards, not only for safety, but also 

for environment, security and other key performance standards.”  

 

Concluding his remarks, Mr. Herdman emphasized that, “Flying is extraordinarily safe.  

AAPA remains fully committed to maintaining and further enhancing aviation safety 

performance through the joint efforts of the region’s operators in strongly supporting ICAO 

safety initiatives and continuing our close collaboration with regulators and other aviation 

stakeholders.” 

 

ENDS 

 
[1] Safety performance data are based on global commercial aircraft major accidents but exclude 

intentional acts, military transports and non-commercial operations. Safety stakeholders all compile 

annual safety statistics which may vary slightly due to the specific criteria being used. However all 

demonstrate a continuous improvement in aviation safety performance and confirm 2017 as a record 

year for the industry. Certification criteria used for aircraft inclusion: Western-built commercial jet aircraft 

with 30 seats or more, or with a MTOW of 20,000kg or greater, and commercial turboprops with 19 

seats or more, or with a MTOW 15,000kg or greater. 

 

 

Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 

The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia-Pacific region.  

The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international 

representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C.  Collectively, the region’s airlines carry 1,341 million 

passengers and 21 million tonnes of cargo, representing one-third of global passenger traffic and two-

fifths of global air cargo traffic respectively, and thus play a critically important role in the ongoing 

development of global aviation. 

For further information, please contact:  

Office of the Director General 

Tel +603 2162 1888   Fax +603 2162 6888 

Email: odg@aapa.org.my 

Website: www.aapairlines.org 

Twitter: @aapairlines 


