
  

continued /- 
Page 1 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Issue 2023: 1 

Thursday, 12 January 2023 
For Immediate Release 
November 2022 / Traffic / Preliminary 
 
 

Asia Pacific Airlines November 2022 Traffic Results 
Continued robust growth in passenger travel in contrast to weakness in cargo markets 

 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Preliminary November 2022 traffic figures released today by 

the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed robust growth in international 

passenger markets, buoyed by ongoing strong revival in both leisure and business travel 

demand as a result of the progressive lifting of travel restrictions in the region. 

 

A combined total of 13.4 million international passengers were carried by the region’s 

airlines in November, 7.6 times more than the 1.8 million recorded in the same month last 

year. In revenue passenger kilometres (RPK) terms, demand jumped 499.2% year-on-

year, significantly outpacing the 187.1% expansion in available seat capacity. This led to a 

40.3 percentage point jump in the average international passenger load factor to 77.4% for 

the month, close to levels achieved in pre-pandemic 2019. 

  

By contrast, the air cargo business segment faced further weakness in demand conditions. 

Amid still elevated cost pressures, declining new export orders precipitated a steep 19.2% 

year-on-year decline in international air cargo demand, as measured in freight tonne 

kilometres (FTK) in November. Offered freight capacity fell by 7.6% year-on-year, leading 

to a 9.3 percentage point drop in the average international freight load factor to 63.9% for 

the month.  

 

Commenting on the results, Mr. Subhas Menon, AAPA Director General said, “Asian 

carriers continued to enjoy robust recovery in international travel markets approaching the 

end of 2022, in tandem with the progressive removal of pandemic-driven border control 

measures. Overall, the first eleven months of the year saw a near six-fold jump in the 

combined number of international passengers carried to an aggregate total of 87.5 million. 
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Nevertheless, in November, demand averaged only 43% of 2019 levels, indicating 

significant progress still required towards full recovery.” 

 

“Meanwhile, international air cargo demand declined by 6.9% during the first eleven months 

of the year, affected by the continued downturn in the global manufacturing sector as a 

result of inflationary pressures and depressed business confidence levels.” 

 

Looking ahead, Mr. Menon said, “Despite a clouded macroeconomic outlook, the strong 

need for connectivity and desire to travel will drive further recovery in the region’s 

international travel markets over the year ahead. Notably, the recent reopening of China’s 

borders with quarantine-free travel after nearly three years of strict virus containment 

policies will markedly improve demand prospects, given China’s significant trade and 

tourism links with the region’s economies and beyond.” 

 

Mr. Menon added, “Unfortunately, the re-imposition of travel restrictions by some 

governments for inbound travellers from China may hamper the smooth resumption of air 

travel patterns, and result in confusion for many travellers. Coherent, harmonised travel 

measures in line with established ICAO guidelines, and close co-operation between 

governments and aviation stakeholders, are vital in ensuring a smooth and seamless travel 

experience.” 
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 TRAFFIC UPDATE – PRELIMINARY 
International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines 

International Nov-22 Nov-21 % Change Jan-Nov 2022 Jan-Nov 2021 % Change 

Passengers (Thousand) 13,377 1,752 + 663.5% 87,495 14,767 + 492.5% 

RPK (Million) 54,344 9,069 + 499.2% 373,253 67,873 + 449.9% 

ASK (Million) 70,180 24,442 + 187.1% 521,373 217,871 + 139.3% 

Passenger Load Factor 77.4% 37.1% + 40.3 pp 71.6% 31.2% + 40.4 pp 

FTK (Million) 5,369 6,644 - 19.2% 61,050 65,565 - 6.9% 

FATK (Million) 8,396 9,082 - 7.6% 91,133 88,339 + 3.2% 

Freight Load Factor 63.9% 73.2% - 9.3 pp 67.0% 74.2% - 7.2 pp 

Effective January 2020, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 40 Asia Pacific based carriers: 3K, 
5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, 9W, AI, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KA, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ, 

OZ, PG, PR, QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN. 

• Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes 
• RPK = revenue passenger kilometres 
• ASK = available seat kilometres 
• FTK = freight tonne kilometres 
• FATK = available freight tonne kilometres 
• All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional 
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Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 
The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia Pacific region.  
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international 
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C.  Collectively, the region’s airlines represent over one-
third of global passenger and air cargo traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of 
global aviation. 
 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Office of the Director General 
Tel: +603 2615 0188    
Fax: +603 2615 0088 
Email: odg@aapa.org.my 
Website: www.aapairlines.org 
Twitter: @aapairlines 
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