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Asia Pacific Airlines Traffic Results - September 2020
Industry struggling to survive with demand suppressed and very few open borders
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Preliminary September 2020 traffic figures released today by
the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed that both international passenger
and cargo demand is at markedly depressed levels, with no sign of recovery in sight.
The 1.1 million international passengers that flew on Asia Pacific airlines in September,
was just 3.6% of the 30 million that travelled in September 2019. Offered seat capacity
was a little higher at 11% of last year’s level. The international passenger load factor was
a lowly 31.7%.
Whilst manufacturing conditions further improved globally, some Asian economies
continue to face weakness in exports. International air cargo demand, as measured in
freight tonne kilometres (FTK), fell by 17.5% year-on-year in September. Offered freight
capacity declined by 29.9%, leading to a 10.6 percentage point increase in the average
international freight load factor, to 70.6% for the month.
Commenting on the results, AAPA Director General Mr. Subhas Menon, said, “Airlines
are struggling to survive as international air travel remains severely curtailed by onerous
travel restrictions. Without recapitalisation or fund injections, several of the region’s
carriers face an existential threat. Thousands of aviation jobs are already lost, with more
at risk.”
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Mr. Menon said, “While the establishment of green lanes and travel bubbles in the region
is a positive first step, their disparate and restrictive requirements make it difficult for
these to take off meaningfully. It is critical that governments implement consistent and
coordinated measures based on objective risk assessment to help restore confidence in
air travel. The Association remains committed to working with governments and industry
stakeholders to safely restart international air travel as a matter of urgency.”
TRAFFIC UPDATE – PRELIMINARY
International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines
International

Sep-20

Sep-19

% Change

Jan-Sep 2020

Jan-Sep 2019

% Change

Passengers (Thousand)

1,091

29,994

- 96.4%

64,278

287,584

- 77.6%

RPK (Million)

4,993

112,339

- 95.6%

254,013

1,051,253

- 75.8%

ASK (Million)

15,749

143,085

- 89.0%

393,404

1,296,587

- 69.7%

Passenger Load Factor

31.7%

78.5%

- 46.8 pp

64.6%

81.1%

- 16.5 pp

FTK (Million)

4,966

6,018

- 17.5%

43,347

52,282

- 17.1%

FATK (Million)

7,037

10,035

- 29.9%

66,965

89,012

- 24.8%

Freight Load Factor

70.6%

60.0%

+ 10.6 pp

64.7%

58.7%

+ 6.0 pp

Effective January 2020, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 40 Asia Pacific based carriers: 3K,
5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, 9W, AI, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KA, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ,
OZ, PG, PR, QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN.
Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes
•
RPK = revenue passenger kilometres
•
ASK = available seat kilometres
•
FTK = freight tonne kilometres
•
FATK = available freight tonne kilometres
All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional
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Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA)
The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia-Pacific region.
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C. Collectively, the region’s airlines carry 1,623 million
passengers and 23 million tonnes of cargo, representing over one-third of global passenger and air
cargo traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of global aviation.
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Website: www.aapairlines.org
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