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Asia Pacific Airlines Traffic Results - May 2021
International travel stagnant, cargo demand solid
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Preliminary May 2021 traffic figures released today by the
Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed international passenger traffic volumes
remained at depressed levels, held back by strict border restrictions amidst concerns about
the spread of COVID-19 variants.
Only 1.3 million international passengers flew on the region’s carriers in May, representing
just 4.3% of the volumes carried in the corresponding month of 2019. The international
passenger load factor averaged 28.4% for the month, with available seat capacity at 12.3%
of levels recorded in 2019.
Meanwhile, strong business and consumer demand globally drove demand for air cargo.
For the month, international air cargo demand as measured in freight tonne kilometres
(FTK) saw a 23.1% year-on-year growth, significantly outpacing the 3.6% increase in
offered freight capacity, as bellyhold space remained constrained due to limited commercial
passenger operations. As a result, the average international freight load factor rose by 11.7
percentage points to 73.7%.
Commenting on the results, Mr. Subhas Menon, AAPA Director General said, “Air cargo
volumes carried by Asia Pacific carriers have largely recovered to pre-pandemic volumes
in response to strong demand. This contrasts starkly with the depressed state of
international passenger traffic, which has remained largely stagnant with no improvements
seen in over a year.”
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“The uneven pace of vaccinations throughout the world has delayed the recovery in
international air travel. In some advanced economies, travel markets are slowly recovering
as populations get vaccinated and business activities resume. However, the same cannot
be said for the majority of the emerging market economies in Asia, where vaccination rollouts remain slow due to supply constraints, logistical issues and limited manpower. As a
result, the travel and tourism sectors in the region have continued to suffer as strict border
controls remain in place. International passenger traffic carried by Asia Pacific airlines
amount to barely 5% of pre-pandemic volumes.”
Mr. Menon concluded, “Renewed concerns over the appearance of new COVID-19 variants
have held back any meaningful reopening of borders. This will have a negative impact on
airline survival, and additional government support will likely be required as the crisis is
prolonged. Overall, AAPA is committed to collaborating with governments and related
stakeholders in progressing the safe, smart and sustainable resumption of international air
travel.”
TRAFFIC UPDATE – PRELIMINARY
International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines
International

May-21

May-20

% Change

Jan-May 2021

Jan-May 2020

% Change

Passengers (Thousand)

1,330

380

+ 250.0%

5,505

63,594

- 91.3%

RPK (Million)

5,011

2,228

+ 124.9%

22,792

239,243

- 90.5%

ASK (Million)

17,666

6,848

+ 158.0%

86,571

344,489

- 74.9%

Passenger Load Factor

28.4%

32.5%

- 4.1 pp

26.3%

69.4%

- 43.1 pp

FTK (Million)

5,797

4,711

+ 23.1%

28,252

24,075

+ 17.3%

FATK (Million)

7,867

7,596

+ 3.6%

38,434

38,676

- 0.6%

Freight Load Factor

73.7%

62.0%

+ 11.7 pp

73.5%

62.2%

+ 11.3 pp

Effective January 2020, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 40 Asia Pacific based carriers: 3K,
5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, 9W, AI, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KA, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ,
OZ, PG, PR, QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes
RPK = revenue passenger kilometres
ASK = available seat kilometres
FTK = freight tonne kilometres
FATK = available freight tonne kilometres
All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional
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Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA)
The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia-Pacific region.
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C. Collectively, the region’s airlines carry 1,623 million
passengers and 23 million tonnes of cargo, representing over one-third of global passenger and air cargo
traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of global aviation.
For further information, please contact:
Office of the Director General
Tel +603 2615 0188 Fax +603 2615 0088
Email: odg@aapa.org.my
Website: www.aapairlines.org
Twitter: @aapairlines
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