AAPA

ASSOCIATION OF ASIA PACIFIC AIRLINES

P RE S S RE L EAS E Association of Asia Pacific Airlines

(Reg. No.587)
36th Floor, Menara Maxis
Kuala Lumpur City Centre

Issue 2025: 10 50088 Kuala Lumpur
MALAYSIA
Tel: +603 2615 0188
Thursday, 29 May 2025 Fax: +603 2615 0088

www.aapairlines.org

For Immediate Release
April 2025 / Traffic / Preliminary

Asia Pacific Airlines April 2025 Traffic Results
Passenger and cargo demand continue to rise despite economic headwinds

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Preliminary April 2025 traffic figures released today by the
Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) revealed further growth in both international
passenger and air cargo markets, despite softening global economic conditions and

persistent trade frictions.

Asia Pacific airlines collectively carried 31.3 million international passengers in April, a
10.5% year-on-year increase. Demand, as measured in revenue passenger kilometres
(RPK), rose by 12.6%, reflecting continued strength in long-haul travel. With available seat
capacity expanding by 11.7% year-on-year, the international passenger load factor rose by

0.7 percentage points to an elevated 82.4% for the month.

While the global manufacturing sector faced increased challenges amid uncertainties over
tariff disputes, air cargo demand in April was supported by the advance loading of
shipments on selected routes and the rerouting of goods to alternative gateways. As a
result, international air cargo demand, measured in freight tonne kilometres (FTK), grew by
4.9% year-on-year, slightly outpacing the 4.2% rise in offered freight capacity.
Consequently, the international freight load factor edged 0.4 percentage points higher to

61.5% compared to the same month last year.

Commenting on the results, Mr. Subhas Menon, AAPA Director General, said, “Asia Pacific
airlines carried a total of 127 million international passengers in the first four months of
2025, representing a 12% increase compared to the same period last year. The sustained
recovery in international tourist arrivals, bolstered by continued route network expansions,

reflects the resilience of travel markets. The growth comes despite mounting
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macroeconomic headwinds, which contributed to a downward revision of the global GDP

growth forecast to 2.8% for the year.”

“Correspondingly, international air cargo demand recorded a 5% increase during the first
four months of the year, even as consumers and businesses faced heightened uncertainty
due to tariff disputes. This environment contributed to advance purchases and stockpiling

activity in anticipation of potential cost increases.”

Looking ahead, Mr. Menon said, “The trade disputes and softening macroeconomic
conditions may signal challenging times for air travel and cargo markets in the months
ahead. This will place further strain on already thin profit margins in the airline industry.
Overall, the region’s carriers remain vigilant, actively monitoring market developments and

ready to adapt swiftly to evolving conditions.”
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TRAFFIC UPDATE - PRELIMINARY

International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines
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International Apr-25 Apr-24 % Change | Jan-Apr 2025 | Jan-Apr 2024 | % Change
Passengers (Thousand) 31,250 28,287 +10.5% 126,587 113,032 +12.0%
RPK (Million) 112,577 99,949 +12.6% 454,808 399,777 +13.8%
ASK (Million) 136,675 122,368 +11.7% 553,272 490,934 +12.7%
Passenger Load Factor 82.4% 81.7% + 0.7 pp 82.2% 81.4% +0.8 pp
FTK (Million) 6,236 5,945 +4.9% 24,469 23,374 +4.7%
FATK (Million) 10,141 9,731 +4.2% 41,051 38,719 +6.0%
Freight Load Factor 61.5% 61.1% +0.4 pp 59.6% 60.4% -0.8 pp

Effective January 2025, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 37 Asia Pacific based carriers: 3K,
5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, Al, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ, PG, PR,
QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN.

. Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes

. RPK = revenue passenger kilometres

. ASK = available seat kilometres
FTK = freight tonne kilometres

FATK = available freight tonne kilometres

All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional
"International Monetary Fund, World Economic Outlook April 2025

Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA)

The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia Pacific region.
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C. Collectively, the region’s airlines represent over one-
third of global passenger and air cargo traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of

global aviation.

For further information, please contact:
Office of the Director General

Tel: +603 2615 0188

Fax: +603 2615 0088

Email: odg@aapa.org.my

Website: www.aapairlines.org

Twitter: @aapairlines
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