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Asia Pacific Airlines Deliver Solid Traffic Growth in 2025 
Outlook remains positive amid steady global economic growth, despite lingering risks 

 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia – Preliminary traffic figures for the full calendar year 2025 

released today by the Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed robust growth in 

both international air passenger and cargo markets, underpinned by resilient economic 

conditions and healthy travel demand, even as trade and geopolitical uncertainties 

remained elevated.  

 

For the year, the region’s airlines carried a combined total of 390.5 million international 

passengers, representing a solid 9.4% increase compared to 2024. Demand, as measured 

in revenue passenger kilometres (RPK), rose by 11.0%, reflecting relative strength on long- 

haul routes, while intra-regional traffic remained buoyant, supported by regional economic 

growth. Continued network expansion drove a 10.2% annual increase in available seat 

capacity, resulting in a 0.5 percentage point rise in the average international passenger 

load factor to a record 82.2% in 2025. 

 

Against a challenging operating environment with the introduction of tariffs on Asian and 

major global economies, air cargo markets benefited from the rapid adaptation of global 

supply chains. As a result, Asia Pacific airlines recorded a 5.6% increase in international 

air cargo demand, as measured in freight tonne kilometres (FTK), in 2025. Continued 

expansion in belly-hold space contributed to a 6.8% increase in offered freight capacity, 

leading to a 0.7 percentage point decline in the average international freight load factor to 

60.3% for the year. 

 

Commenting on the results, Mr. Subhas Menon, AAPA Director General, said, “Asia Pacific 

carriers saw a year of strong growth in international passenger traffic, supported by robust 
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demand across key markets in the region, including China, India, Japan and Vietnam. This 

resulted in a 9.4% increase in the number of international passengers carried for the year.”  

 

“In addition, Asia Pacific airlines recorded a 5.6% increase in international air cargo 

demand in 2025, building on the strong 14.9% growth achieved in 2024. The region’s 

carriers demonstrated agility in responding to changes in trade policies and market 

dynamics, while benefiting from continued growth in e-commerce demand and intermediate 

goods flows from manufacturing hubs across the region.” 

 

Looking ahead, Mr. Menon added, “The broader outlook for air travel remains positive in 

2026, supported by steady economic growth and continued network expansion. Air cargo 

demand is also expected to continue growing, but may be weighed down by trade tensions 

in the global economy.” 

 

“At the same time, Asian airlines continue to face inflationary pressures on operating costs, 

partly reflecting ongoing supply chain disruptions. Overall, Asia Pacific airlines remain 

focused on active cost management, investments in digital capabilities, and network 

adjustments in response to market changes, as they navigate ongoing uncertainties while 

delivering sustainable, long-term growth.” 
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TRAFFIC UPDATE – PRELIMINARY 

International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines 

International Dec-25 Dec-24 % Change Jan-Dec 2025 Jan-Dec 2024 % Change 

Passengers (Thousand) 35,451 34,514 + 2.7% 390,466 357,076 + 9.4% 

RPK (Million) 128,237 119,346 + 7.4% 1,412,436 1,272,741 + 11.0% 

ASK (Million) 154,832 144,041 + 7.5% 1,717,413 1,558,320 + 10.2% 

Passenger Load Factor 82.8% 82.9% - 0.1 pp 82.2% 81.7% + 0.5 pp 

FTK (Million) 6,863 6,520 + 5.3% 78,003 73,886 + 5.6% 

FATK (Million) 11,525 10,808 + 6.6% 129,448 121,209 + 6.8% 

Freight Load Factor 59.5% 60.3% - 0.8 pp 60.3% 61.0% - 0.7 pp 

Effective September 2025, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 36 Asia Pacific based carriers: 
5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, AI, AK, BI, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ, PG, PR, 

QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN. 

• Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes 
• RPK = revenue passenger kilometres 
• ASK = available seat kilometres 
• FTK = freight tonne kilometres 
• FATK = available freight tonne kilometres 
• All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional 
• 1IMF October 2025 Asia Pacific Regional Economic Outlook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) 
The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia Pacific region.  
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international 
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C.  Collectively, the region’s airlines represent over one-
third of global passenger and air cargo traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of 
global aviation. 
 
For further information, please contact:  
Office of the Director General 
Tel: +603 2615 0188    
Fax: +603 2615 0088 
Email: odg@aapa.org.my 
Website: www.aapairlines.org 
X: @aapairlines 

http://www.aapairlines.org/
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