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Asia Pacific Airlines April 2026 Traffic Results
Passenger and cargo markets hold firm despite global uncertainties

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia — Preliminary April 2026 traffic figures released today by the
Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) showed stable international passenger demand,

with growth moderating amid heightened geopolitical and economic uncertainties.

Asia Pacific airlines flew an aggregate total of 32.4 million international passengers in April,
broadly unchanged compared to the same month last year. In revenue passenger kilometre
(RPK) terms, demand nevertheless increased by 3.3% year-on-year, reflecting relatively
firmer traffic on longer-haul routes. Available seat capacity increased by a marginal 1.4%
year-on-year, as capacity growth was restrained in the wake of sharply higher fuel costs.
As a result, international passenger load factors remained high, averaging 84.8% for the

month, up by 1.6 percentage points.

Meanwhile, the conflict in the Middle East resulted in supply chain disruptions and higher
prices for goods, prompting accelerated stockpiling activity as businesses and consumers
sought to secure products ahead of further cost increases. This, in turn, lent support to air
cargo market growth. International air cargo demand, as measured in freight tonne
kilometres (FTK), increased by 4.1% year-on-year in April. Offered freight capacity
expanded by 4.4%, resulting in a 0.2 percentage point decline in the average international
freight load factor to 60.5% for the month.

Commenting on the results, Mr. Wong Hong, AAPA Director General, said, “International
passenger traffic continued to show resilience in April, supported by sustained demand on

longer-haul routes. Overall, Asia Pacific airlines carried a combined total of 135 million
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international passengers during the first four months of the year, representing a 5.1%

increase compared to the corresponding period last year.”

“Meanwhile, the start of the second quarter saw accelerated expansion in global
manufacturing activity, with increased purchases of consumer and intermediate goods
driving demand for air shipments. Growth in April helped lift international air cargo demand
during the first four months of 2026 to 5.3%.”

Mr. Wong Hong added, “The conflict in the Middle East continues to add volatility to energy
markets, keeping jet fuel prices elevated and further intensifying cost pressures for airlines.
In April, jet fuel prices rose to an average of US$165 per barrel, reaching levels last seen

in 2022 following the onset of the Russia - Ukraine war.”

Looking ahead, Mr. Wong Hong said, “Despite signs of the conflict easing, growing
macroeconomic uncertainty, coupled with inflationary pressures continue to weigh on the
outlook for both passenger and air cargo markets in the months ahead. Nevertheless, Asia
Pacific airlines remain vigilant in managing costs and carefully deploying capacity to
optimise yields and profitability in this challenging operating environment, without

compromising safety standards.”
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TRAFFIC UPDATE - PRELIMINARY

International Scheduled Services of Asia Pacific Airlines

International Apr-26 Apr-25 % Change | Jan-Apr 2026 | Jan-Apr 2025 | % Change
Passengers (Thousand) 32,433 32,376 +0.2% 135,028 128,479 +5.1%
RPK (Million) 119,131 115,361 +3.3% 490,675 459,839 +6.7%
ASK (Million) 140,553 138,609 +1.4% 578,302 557,270 +3.8%
Passenger Load Factor 84.8% 83.2% + 1.6 pp 84.8% 82.5% +2.3 pp
FTK (Million) 6,634 6,372 +4.1% 26,143 24,824 +5.3%
FATK (Million) 10,960 10,494 +4.4% 44,019 41,809 +5.3%
Freight Load Factor 60.5% 60.7% -0.2pp 59.4% 59.4% + 0.0 pp

Effective September 2025, the dataset comprises aggregated traffic data from the following 36 Asia Pacific based carriers: 5J, 6E, 7C, 9C, Al, AK,
Bl, BR, CA, CI, CK, CX, CZ, D7, GA, HO, HU, IX, JL, JQ, KC, KE, KZ, MH, MU, NH, NZ, PG, PR, QF, SG, SQ, TG, TR, VA and VN.

Previous year data adjusted for comparison purposes

RPK = revenue passenger kilometres

ASK = available seat kilometres

FTK = freight tonne kilometres

FATK = available freight tonne kilometres

All figures, including estimates for missing data, are provisional

Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA)

The AAPA is the trade association for scheduled international airlines based in the Asia Pacific region.
The AAPA permanent secretariat is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with international
representation in Brussels and Washington, D.C. Collectively, the region’s airlines represent over one-
third of global passenger and air cargo traffic, and thus play a leading role in the ongoing development of
global aviation.

For further information, please contact:
Office of the Director General

Tel: +603 2615 0188

Fax: +603 2615 0088

Email: odg@aapa.org.my

Website: www.aapairlines.org

X: @aapairlines
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